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The Technical Committee meets on the second Wednesday of each month, at the same time and 
location. Every third month the BEST: Michigan Avenue Policy Committee will jointly attend the 
meeting. 
 

Agenda 

1. Welcome to the meeting by Tiffany Gunter, Deputy CEO, RTA and Dan Meyers, Project 
Manager, AECOM: 

a. Mr. Meyers explained that a draft Purpose and Need report would be shared with 
the Committee in advance of the July 8 meeting. A framework for this report 
would be discussed later in today’s meeting. 

2. Project Update, Dan Meyers: 

a. Mr. Meyers shared an ordered table of project priorities, as identified by 
Committee members at the April 30 meeting. A member questioned why the 
Committee identified Regional Economic Growth as its top priority, as opposed to 
transportation (see presentation). One participant commented that Economic 
Growth is a broad category: a shortage of transportation can be seen as having a 
regional economic impact. 

3. Community Engagement, Brad Strader, LSL: 

a. Feedback was sought regarding community priorities during recent outreach 
events. The top priority identified was Equity. Noting that the term can have a 
wide variety of meanings, Mr. Strader invited Committee participants to provide 
definitions. The following were offered by members: 

• Transportation choices 
• A voice and services for underrepresented populations and individuals 
• Connectivity and exchange 
• Taxpayers and regions getting what they pay for (a theme of the 

successful Washtenaw County millage) 
• Fiscal and social equity 
• Fairness for all. 

 
After the discussion, a Committee member asked how the Project Team would 
define equity. The Team will define the term according to industry practice and 
reference the definitions shared by the Committee. 

b. Mr. Strader provided feedback from outreach activities regarding desired travel 
destinations. The results were displayed in map graphics (see presentation). 

c. The Project Team has identified a handful of community events to attend this 
summer. Input was sought from the Committee on these and additional possible 
events to attend. Additional identified events include: 

Subject  BEST: Michigan Avenue—Technical Committee 

Date Wednesday, June 10, 2015 

Time 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM 

Location City of Dearborn Council Chambers, 16901 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI 

Attendees 
Project Team and members of the BEST: Michigan Avenue Technical 
Committee (attendees are listed at the end of the notes) 

DRAFT 
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• Ann Arbor Green Fair 
• Canton Liberty Fair 

 
d. Stakeholders suggested by members for targeted meetings include: 

• Meetings with Detroit District Managers 
• Student Governments 
• Inkster City Council (Committee contact is willing to facilitate this) 
• Conference of Western Wayne County Mayors 

 
Ben Stupka, RTA, mentioned that RTA has issued a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for survey services. One group identified for targeted surveying is existing 
transit riders. A Committee member asked the Project Team to provide a 
comprehensive list of outreach events and stakeholder meetings to the 
Committee. 

 
4. Technical Memoranda, Jeromie Winsor, AECCOM: 

a. Mr. Winsor presented an overview of the five Technical Memoranda documenting 
previous planning efforts and existing conditions. These memoranda provide a 
foundation for a Purpose and Need report and the generation of initial 
alternatives. These memoranda, which have been provided to the Committee, 
address the following subjects: 

• Previous Planning 
• Transportation Conditions 
• Socioeconomic Conditions 
• Existing and Planned Land Use 
• Environmental Conditions 

 
b. The Technical Memoranda  sparked some Committee questions, including: 

• Q: What percentage of the County population lives in the Study Area? (A: 
7% of population and 15% of jobs for the four-county region lives in the 
Study Area. The breakdown per individual county has not yet been 
determined.) One participant commented that users living beyond the 
immediate corridor area should have means for accessing corridor transit 
services. A provided example: many Downriver Amtrak riders access 
trains at Dearborn Station. 

• Q: How were the three study corridors (Michigan, Woodward, and Gratiot 
Avenues) identified? (A: These corridors were specifically mandated by 
the enabling RTA legislation.) 

• Q: Will the BEST: Michigan Avenue Technical Committee engage in the 
Master Plan discussion? (A: A separate Committee has been established 
for the Master Plan.) 

• Q: What transit alternatives will be considered for the corridor? (A: A 
variety of bus and rail transit modes, including commuter rail, will be 
considered. Some alternatives will include a blending of transit modes 
and services that create a network within the corridor. The universe of 
initial alternatives will be shared with the Committee in July. 
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• Q: Will corridor alternatives include feeder services reaching outside the 
immediate corridor area? (A: Yes.) 

• Q: By when does the Project Team request comments on the Technical 
Memoranda? (A: By Wednesday, June 24) 

5. Purpose and Need Framework, Julia Suprock, AECOM: 

a. The Purpose and Need Framework (distributed to Committee members) provides 
an outline for a subsequent report. The report will be a longer document of up to 
30 pages and will be graphically rich. The report will define goals, objectives and 
evaluation criteria for the alternatives. The Purpose and Need is used to justify 
federal investment and thus needs to be considered and presented thoughtfully. 
Comments on the Framework are requested by Friday, June 19. 

b. Questions and discussion about the Purpose and Need in general: 

• Q: How competitive will BEST: Michigan Avenue be with other US 
corridors for federal funding? (A: The inclusion of Economic Development 
and Land Use in Federal Transit Administration—FTA—evaluation 
criteria is advantageous for this corridor compared to previous studies.) 

c. Discussion regarding the Need Statement: 

• Current deficiencies and gaps in the existing transit network should be 
conveyed to the FTA. 

• Temporary funding for job access transit is currently available, but this 
should complement enhanced base regional transit services. 

• Q: what is the expected timeframe for transit improvements? (A: The 
Regional Master Transit Plan has aa 25-year horizon.) 

• Q: Will park and ride access be considered in the corridor? (A: Yes, park 
and ride opportunities will be considered in the generation and evaluation 
of alternatives.) 

• Q: Might transit in the corridor be provided as mitigation during I-94 
construction? (A: Yes, this can be explored as part of the study.) 

d. Need Point #1 (Corridor Transit): No documented discussion. 

e. Need Point #2 (Population Groups): 

• Transportation needs of the minimum wage service sector should be 
considered, as well as choices made by millennials. 

• Detroit provides no yellow school bus service; transit can serve school 
trips. DDOT has assembled related data. 

f. Need Point #3 (Densities): 

• Q: Is sprawl expected to continue? (A: Growth can be concentrated near 
enhanced transit; this is identified as a need.) 

• What about the impacts of growth on public utilities? (A: These impacts 
are identified within the need for regional Smart Growth.) 
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• The fiscal impact of sprawl should be emphasized in the Purpose and 
Need report. SEMCOG invested heavily in its urban simulation tool; the 
RTA studies offer a great opportunity to use that tool. 

• The subject of density should be framed more clearly as a need and not 
a statement of fact. 

• Q: Can the ReImagine Washtenaw Avenue planning effort serve as a 
model for the BEST: Michigan Avenue corridor? (A: That study offers 
several principles that can be applied throughout the corridor.) 

• A participant suggested emphasizing the housing and transportation cost 
index that has been widely publicized recently. 

g. Need Point #4 (Commitment to Sustainable Strategies): 

• Transit can help implement sustainable planning initiatives and is needed 
to fulfill goals. 

• The need should be more clearly articulated. 

• Emphasize that corridor communities want to be financially sustainable. 

• Reallocate density near transit services. 

6. Next Steps, Dan Meyers, AECOM 

a. Please provide comments on the Purpose and Need Framework and community 
groups to contact by Friday, June 19. 

b. Please provide comments on the Technical Memoranda by Wednesday, June 24. 

c. Technical Committee meeting Wednesday, July 8 (second Wednesday), 2:00-
3:30 PM, Dearborn City Council Chambers. Topics: 

• Continue of Stakeholder & Community Involvement 

• Develop Purpose & Need report 

• Draft Goals & Objectives 

• Draft Evaluation Criteria & Methodologies 

d. August 12 meeting will be held jointly with the Policy Committee. 

 

Technical Committee Meeting Attendees (in order of sign-in sheet): 

• Paul Lippens – City of Inkster 

• Robert Cramer – SMART 

• Rita D. Screws – MDOT/Detroit TSC 

• Lisa Solomon – University of Michigan 

• John Paul Minear – Wayne County Airport Authority 

• Jim Schultz – MDOT 

• Gorette Yung – MDOT 
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• Casey McNeill – DDOT 

• Tim Keyes – City of Romulus 

• Ron Amen – City of Dearborn Heights 

• Barry Murray – City of Dearborn Economic Development 

• Peter J. McInerney – City of Wayne 

• Brad Strader – LSL (Project Team) 

• Ben Stupka – RTA (Project Team) 

• Tiffany Gunter – RTA (Project Team) 

• Deanna Donahoo – SEMCOG 

• Nathan Voght – Washtenaw County 

• Michael Benham – AAATA/TheRide 

• Prashanth Guraraja – RTA CAC 

• Greg Hohenberger – Canton Township 

• Peter Voorhees – AECOM (Project Team) 

• Jeromie Winsor – AECOM (Project Team) 

• Julia Suprock – AECOM (Project Team) 

• Dan Meyers – AECOM (Project Team) 

• Cornelius Henry – Detroit Transportation Corporation 

• Bonnie Wessler – City of Ypsilanti 

• James Canning – Lovio George (Project Team) 

• Eli Cooper – City of Ann Arbor 

• Matthew Earley – Detroit Future City 

• Melissa Hightower – SMART 


