
Southeast Michigan Regional Transit Authority 
Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
University of Michigan Detroit Center
3663 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan
Monday, November 17, 2014

4:00pm to 6:00 pm
1. Call to Order -4:13 PM 
a) Welcome (Includes Microphone/Name Use Reminder)
2. Public Comment  (Maximum 2 minutes per person)
· Sarah Cipkar (Student at University of Windsor) - spoke about her research study on citizen participation.  Would like CAC members to take an online survey.

· Brian Sadek- New temporary public CAC website that will hold work product, agendas, minutes. 

3. Committee Reports - Opportunity to ask questions of Committee Chairs or Committee Chairs to offer information
4. New Business: 

a) Note about "Calling the Question and Robert's Rules (Executive Committee)
· Brian clarified that when one “calls the question” it signifies that one believes that debate has dragged on longer than one feels is warranted. Once one “calls the question” the chair has to immediately ask those assembled to vote to determine whether or not debate should be cut off or continue. The motion to call the question is itself not debatable. If 2/3 of those voting agree that the discussion should have ceased some time ago, they will support the call. Then and only then will the vote be taken on the question itself.  
b) Discussion Item Regarding Community Engagement - "What we know, what we want to know, and our experiences" (Community Outreach Committee)
· Ruth led a discussion regarding the CAC experience and interest in community engagement.  

Discussion Commentary:

· Brian  S.– Mission may not be the same next year.

· George J.- RTA CAC website is a helpful start, will help set stage

· Michael S.- Asked if documents online would be in pdf form.
· Brian S. – Answered that documents would be uploaded in .doc format to be compatible with Jaws software.

Discussion Question – What do you understand community engagement to be?

· Alice L. – The way to reach the community.

· Larry K- There is a difference between outreach and engagement.  Outreach is telling the public what you are doing and Engagement is getting other involved. 
· David W.- Situation telling people what’s going on. Better if people get involved early on.
Discussion Question- Do you understand your role as CAC member?
· Adrianna J.- We are members of the public participating

· Tina – The next group will have more feedback from the RTA
Discussion Question – Would you like to learn more about community engagement?

· Rev. Ott How to take lessons that work well  - best practices / citizen actions/new ways to  think about public transit.

Discussion Question: Do you want to help other people learn more about the RTA and its work/ community engagement?

· John W.- Speaking up for others who don’t have a voice.

· Kathleen A.- 2016 election – 1 of the goals, in addition to community engagement – takes a lot of work to get people to the polls.
c) Effective Community Engagement Document (Community Outreach Committee)

· Motion to vote on Recommendation to the RTA and S.E. MI Transit Providers – Enhancing the effectiveness of public involvement in public transit decision making and planning.  
· Discussion on recommendation:

· Jordan T. Good Access to public info
· Larry K. – How long should a doc be available

· Robert Polk- What is meant by trusted relationships?

· Hank- Something regarding public education should be added.

Made a motion to add a bullet (e) under#2 add: Educate the public to be able to engage..

· Todd S. –consideration / evaluation regarding public comment ideas/ suggestions.

· Clive – Pg. 2 not mutually exclusive.

· Adrianna – Suggestion to amend Hank’s amendment. Recommended adding: Educate the public on transportation funding and taxation.

· Megan O.- Suggested voting to move recommendation forward.
· Motion – Clive, 2nd – Patty, voice vote – 24-0. Motion Passed 
d) Woodward Avenue Locally Preferred Alternative Recommendation (Policy Committee)
· Hank (Hannah K) led the discussion explaining the recommendation topic. She first explained the proposed routes of the BRT south of Grand Blvd. Mainline/Alignment / Detroit #4 Alignment. No conflict between M-1 and BRT on Woodward.

· Megan Motion to bring to floor, 2nd Jordan

· Comments/Questions on recommendation:

· John – supports measure

· Tina- Any engineers on the CAC? 

· Prashanth - Engineers will be able to make both modes of transit work – they do it in other cities.

· Adrianna- Cost savings to putting multiple transit modes on same corridor.
· Megan – Strongly support, technically possible – political decision. Called the Question. 2/3 in support of ending debate to vote.

· Voice Vote – 24-0 All in favor – Motion Passed
5. Old Business: 

a) Values for Regional Transit Recommendations (Policy Committee)
· Patty F. explained revised document. Explained this is a living document.

· Motion Tina, 2nd Megan.

· Voice Vote – 24-0  All in favor – Motion Passed 

6. Chair/General Comments: 

a) Reminder - Applying for CAC, Deadline –  Deadline is 12/24
b) Reminder - Remaining Meeting on 12/15, Pot Luck, Drinks, etc.
c) Note Regarding Build Transit - Build Business

· Comment made by Michael Ford –Final Decision for the LPA BRT not made/ door not closed. Appreciates public engagement.
7. Adjournment – Brian S.– Motion to Adjourn at 5:55 pm, 2nd by John W. 
Next Meeting:
Same Location
Monday, December 15th, 2014 4:00-6:00 pm

